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Conservation Easements

The York Land Trust holds Conservation Easements on more than 792 acres. Easements represent a “Partnership in Conservation” between landowners who wish to preserve the scenic, rural, and undeveloped character of their properties for future generations to enjoy.

	Beach Plum Farm Easement

19-acre conservation easement created in partnership with the Great Works Regional Land Trust, characterized by an upland field, salt marsh, and shrubby riparian habitat. Community farm plots and pedestrian public access with parking is permitted.

	Lynn Bragdon Easement

8-acre conservation easement along Route 91 characterized by open farm field with a wooded edge.

	Buell Easement

14-acre conservation easement given by Kennedy and Grace Buell containing forest, wetland, a fresh-water pond and oceanfront south of Godfrey Cove.

	Butler Easement

28-acre conservation easement given by Mary Butler characterized by an open field and York River frontage.

	Cape Neddick Golf Course Easement

62-acre conservation easement given by Cliff Realty with forest, wetlands, and part of an old trolley track.

	Crocker Easement

2-acre conservation easement given by Caroline and John Todd Crocker characterized by an oceanfront fresh meadow and a cobble beach south of Godfrey Cove.

	Davis Easement

46-acre conservation easement given by Mary Davis characterized by field, salt marsh and a scenic view of the York River. Managed for hay production.

	Highland Farm Easement

20-acre conservation easement on the historic Highland Farm with a focus on agriculture and an existing orchard.

	Hosmer Property

A 30-acre conservation easement with a view of Brave Boat Harbor consisting of upland fields and forests and over 1000 feet of rocky ocean front

	The Leonard Easement

A 5.5-acre conservation easement given by Dr. And Mrs. John H. Leonard with an open meadow and 700 feet of frontage on the York River.

	Library Commons

An open space easement given by the York Public Library Association and the Viele family for public access and enjoyment.

	McFeely Preserve

38-acre conservation easement given by William and Mary McFeely. It is characterized by upland forest, wetlands and scenic rock outcroppings along Marsh Brook in Cape Neddick. Pedestrian public access and parking off Marsh Brook Road.

	Ram’s Head Farm Trust Easement

15-acre conservation easement given by Marion Fuller Brown characterized by the open field that surrounds her house and outbuildings on Southside Road in York.

	Ram’s Head Farm Shoreland Easement

49-acre conservation easement given by the children of Marion Fuller Brown and the late Henry M. Fuller characterized by forest, field, and 3,000 feet of frontage on the York River.

	Sewall’s Bridge Dock Easement

A .15-acre conservation easement done cooperatively with local fishermen to protect working waterfront next to Sewall’s Bridge on the York River.

	Shaw Easement

24-acre conservation easement characterized by rolling field, a farm pond, a woodland edge with over 1,000 feet of frontage on the York River.

	Surf Point Trust

A 41-acre conservation easement with 900 feet of rocky oceanfront overlooking the Atlantic Ocean. The property is a blend of wetland, wooded upland and open field adjoining the Rachael Carson Wildlife Refuge 

	Taylor Easement

22-acre conservation easement with shoreline along Tominy Pond.  The property is a blend of wetland and wooded upland.

	Thornburgh Easement

30-acre conservation easement off of Pine Hill Road in Cape Neddick given by Kathryn and Richard Thornburgh with a historic, man-made pond used for harvesting ice.

	Faith Webster Easement

4-acre conservation easement given by Faith and Jim Webster characterized by rolling field, woodland edge and a view of the Cape Neddick River.

	Winebaum Easement

22-acre conservation easement with forest, wetlands, critical habitat, and a vernal pool alongside Godfrey Pond in York given by Sumner and Helen Winebaum

	Wood Easement

5-acre conservation easement given by Maryellen Wood characterized by field and shrub edge habitat in York Village.


Subdivision Easements

Over 300 acres have been preserved with subdivision easements. These partnerships between the land trust, developer and the Town allow for the clustering of building lots leaving conservation areas for the enjoyment of homeowners and the public.

	The Meadows at Dolly Gordon Brook Easement

52-acre conservation easement given by DLJ Corp., forested with two streams and riparian wetlands.

	John Sedgely Homestead Easement

30-acre conservation easement given by DLJ Corp containing a pine barren and extensive wetlands

	Snowshoe Rock Easement

12-acre conservation easement given by Bradford Realty Trust characterized by woodland and the historic snowshoe rock, small wetlands and a trail.

	Spring Pond Easement

11-acre conservation easement given by Walter O. Woods including the pond and woods.

	

	Whippoorwill Easement

180-acre conservation easement given by Bradford Realty Trust containing forest, wetlands, and ledges. It includes historically important features like stone dams, stiles, and a maintained natural spring and a 17th century road.

	Woodland Hills Easement

22-acre conservation easement given by Whiting Woods Realty Trust characterized by forest, a unique glacial rock formation, a vernal pool, and part of a racecourse.


Fee-Owned Lands and Preserves

The York Land Trust currently owns and manages over 783 acres, protecting a wide variety of landscapes and habitats while providing public access.

	Cole Land

A 6-acre parcel of forestland and wetlands surrounded by other conservation land

	First Parish

17-acres of salt marsh in the upper reaches of the York River set aside for habitat protection of shoreland birds and other species

	Goodwin Land
22-acre parcel of forest and wetland in York and South Berwick near the Great Swamp and other preserved lands. Public access from Old County Road.

	Henderson Land

12-acre wooded lot where the Josias River meets the Muddy Brook in Cape Neddick given by Sydney Henderson. Pedestrian public access allowed.

	Highland Farm

91-acres of fields, forest and wetlands, which are part of a 90-acre conservation project purchased by York Land Trust and the Kittery Water District.  


	Hilton-Winn Kings Grant Conservation Area

185-acres of forest, fields, wetland and 1,000 feet of river frontage on the Ogunquit River, given by Ethel Hilton and Pike Industries. Public access and parking are provided off Ogunquit Road.

	Josiah Norton Preserve

105-acres of rolling wooded uplands with granite outcroppings and valuable wetlands. Public access from Josiah Norton Road or other woods trails. 

	Kobzik Land

6-acre parcel of woodland in York donated by Jeffrey Kobzik, assuring public access in an area of other conserved lands

	Lake Caroline Land

Two parcels of woodland and wetlands on Lake Caroline in Cape Neddick generously donated by Edith Bird. Pedestrian public access is permitted.



	Littlefield Land

7-acre parcel of forestland with the dramatic “Otter Hole” pond. Public access along an established hiking trail.

	McGrath Land

10 acres of forest off Josiah Norton Road with public access.

	Smelt Brook Conservation Area

20-acres of upland forest and grassy salt marsh along the Smelt Brook tributary to the York River

	McIntire Highlands Preserve

296-acre preserve containing forestland with old growth timber, streams and wetlands. Surrounded by other protected property near Bell Marsh Reservoir, the property is crossed by public access trails that connect to the larger network of trails around Mt. Agamenticus.

	Salfeety Land

7-acres of forest and frontage on the Josias River on Clay Hill Road in Cape Neddick given by Fred Salfeety. Pedestrian public access allowed.


.

The York Land Trust provides stewardship for 42 individual properties representing approximately 1575 acres in and around York. A breakdown of Conservation Easements, Subdivision Easements and Fee Owned Land and Preserves is listed below.









