
Hilton-Winn Preserve
Trek Back in Time
History Scavenger Hunt

Stop 1: Mill Dam

Follow the Boardwalk Trail
until you reach the second
fork; turn right and make
your way to the banks of
the Ogunquit River, where
you'll find the remnants of
a mill dam from the 1700s.
This may have been the
site of a sawmill or a grist
mill -- or both at different
times. Not enough of the
structure remains to know
for sure.

Originally Abenaki lands, Hilton-Winn Preserve was settled
by members of the Winn family in the 1700s. These
farmers were likely drawn to this location for its rich soils
and proximity to water. In 1943, Haven Winn sold the land
to his nephew, Clifford Hilton, who continued to farm it.
Clifford's wife, Ethel, donated more than 150 acres to York
Land Trust in 1999, ensuring that the property would
remain undeveloped forever. Members of the family
continue to farm the neighboring land today. 

Put yourselves in the shoes of these early farmers as you
explore the remnants of their lives here. 
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This mill does not appear
on maps after 1856,
suggesting it fell out of
use sometime before
then. 

Stop 2: Hilton Lane

Continue along the
Boardwalk Trail and turn
right onto Hilton Lane.
You'll notice two faint ruts
running parallel along the
trail. These are the
remnants of wheel tracks
from back when this trail
was heavily trafficked as a
north-south connecting
town road. 

Built in 1785, it may have
been one of the first
roads dedicated by the
Town of Wells. 

Stop 3: Ogunquit River

Continue along Hilton
Lane, and turn right on the
Loop Trail. You'll find
yourself along an energetic
stretch of the Ogunquit
River. Looking downriver to
the left, can you spot a
rocky structure that looks
human made? What do
you think it may be? If the
water level is low enough

and you feel comfortable,
you can cross over* and
walk a few hundred yards
to get a better look.

*At your own risk. 

Stop 5*: Cellar Hole

Continuing along Hilton
Lane, you'll find a small
cleared area with stacks of
stones on your right. This
is the cellar hole of an
1800s homestead
inhabited by farmers who
cultivated corn, potatoes
and sheep. It appears to
be a single-story cape
facing  south with a central 

chimney, stone wall and
dooryard.

*Stream crossing required. Pass at
own risk when water levels are low. 

Stop 4: Mill Dam

Return back to Hilton Lane
and turn right. Before long,
you'll come across a large
stone structure visible
through the trees. This is
the back end of the
structure you may have
spotted at Stop 3. It’s
another mill dam from the
1700s. As with the first, it's
the site of either a grist or

sawmill, but we can't
know for sure based on
what remains. 
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