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When New England-based sculptor Henry Davisson bought a 12-acre patch of forest off of Mountain Road in Cape 
Neddick in 1972, he did not mind that the land was too rocky to build on. In fact, he bought the land for the rock itself — 
not to quarry, but to sculpt. 

Davisson did not immediately get to work. He let the stone rest for a few decades, returning in the early 2000s to 
finally start chipping away at his artistic vision. The resulting granite sculpture, which he completed in 2004 at the age 
of 63, is a beautifully rendered female figure sitting cross-legged within an egg-shaped cutout that measures several 
feet tall. Named “Oestre/Easter” after the Anglo-Saxon goddess of springtime, she sits in dappled light surrounded by 
leaf litter and mossy rocks and stumps, occasionally catching the eyes and imaginations of hunters and others who have 
stumbled across her over the years.

LEGACY OF LOCAL SCULPTOR PRESERVED 
WITHIN 12-ACRE PARCEL IN CAPE NEDDICK
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A treasured sculpture sits within the 
12-acre pocket of forest recently 
donated to the York Land Trust.



It is always risky to predict spring in York, but 
hopefully by the time you receive this newsletter, we 

will see encouraging signs of its arrival. Like spring, 
York Land Trust is sprouting new and exciting growth 
this season. The leadership of our new Executive 
Director, Amelia Nadilo, has been a powerful source 
of this growth. Speaking for the entire Board, we 
could not be more thrilled about Amelia’s arrival and 
grateful for how quickly she has settled into YLT and 
the impact she is already having on the organization. 
She has established a talented team around her, having 
recently promoted Liz Walworth into the permanent 
role of Stewardship Director and hired Myrilla Hartkopf 
in the new role of Assistant Stewardship Director.

Another growth area for YLT includes the wide range 
of land protection projects we are currently engaged 
in, including more than a dozen currently in the 
works or already completed this year. I cannot recall 
a time when we have had so many, and so varied a 
list of land projects. In this newsletter, we feature a 
beautiful 12-acre parcel off Josiah Norton Road that 

was generously donated by the Davisson family earlier 
this year. As you know, these land protection projects 
require legal, survey, appraisal, and other closing costs. 
Please consider donating to the recently established 
Doreen McGillis Land Protection Fund to help facilitate 
these important transactions. A contribution not 
only helps protect land in York but is also a tribute to 
the incredible career-long impact Doreen has had — 
and continues to have in her new role as YLT’s Land 
Protection Specialist.

Spring has sprung. We 
hope you enjoy it out 
on the land at a YLT 
preserve.

The Mount Agamenticus to the Sea 
Conservation Initiative (MtA2C) 
is an effort led by a coalition of 

national, regional and local partners 
to protect a network of connected 

conservation lands and natural 
resources within a 48,000-acre 

focus area in Southern Maine  for 
the benefit of people and wildlife. 

The MtA2C Partners include: 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service/
Rachel Carson National Wildlife 

Refuge, the Maine Department of 
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, the 

Wells National Estuarine Research 
Reserve, Maine Coast Heritage Trust, 

The Nature Conservancy, Great 
Works Regional Land Trust, Kittery 
Land Trust, and York Land Trust.

For more information,
please visit www.mta2c.org.

The York Land Trust is a 
member-supported, nonprofit 

organization dedicated to 
conserving and protecting 

lands of ecological, historic, 
scenic, agricultural and cultural 
significance in the greater York, 
Maine area, for the benefit of all.

When Davisson passed away peacefully at 
the age of 80 in 2021, his daughters Lora 
and Beth sought to honor their father’s 
legacy by preserving his artwork and the 
surrounding patch of woods that meant so 
much to him. They reached out to York Land 
Trust and generously donated the land and 
covered the associated costs to conserve 
this forested landscape and the stories and 
relics it holds.

Thanks to Lora and Beth’s generosity 
and foresight, we were able to acquire 
the property this winter, permanently 
protecting not only their father’s artistic 

legacy but also an important piece of wildlife habitat that sits within a 963-acre block of undeveloped land within the Cape 
Neddick River watershed. The surrounding land holds historic remnants in a region known as Toddville, which includes a 
family cemetery, cellar holes and stonewalls.  

“We hope that this very thoughtful land donation will lead to additional opportunities for conservation in this ecologically 
and historically significant area of the town,” says Amelia Nadilo, York Land Trust’s Executive Director.

If you or a loved one has a piece of land that you would be interested in donating to York Land Trust either now or in the 
future, please contact Amelia Nadilo at anadilo@yorklandtrust.org.

LEGACY OF 
LOCAL SCULPTOR 
PRESERVED
                 - continued from page 1 

Sincerely,
Jared Chase

THE YORK LAND TRUST
1 LONG NECK MARSH RD

YORK, MAINE 03909
Telephone: 207-363-7400

E-mail: info@yorklandtrust.org

For more information, 
please visit our website: 
www.yorklandtrust.org

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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Sculptor Henry Davisson completed Oestre/Easter at the age of 63, working 
throughout the year and in all kinds of weather to bring her to life.



Warren and Deb Taylor exemplify the practice of protecting what 
you love. Their deep affinity for the natural areas of York has 

moved them to support the work of York Land Trust in numerous ways 
over the years. From volunteering their time to donating money, land, 
easements, and even a house, they have been instrumental in our 
growth as an organization and are an inspiration to others of what 
supporting conservation can look like.

Warren served a full 9-year term on our Board of Directors from 
2004-2013 and was a longtime member of the Stewardship 
Committee, helping to shape and implement numerous efforts to care 
for the land in thoughtful and effective ways. Monetary donations 
made by the Taylors have allowed us to make significant land 
purchases, including the 7-acre parcel that abuts our headquarters 
on which our Near Point Trail sits. They also donated a conservation 
easement on 22 acres 
surrounding their 
homestead on Scituate 
Road in 2009 and 
placed an additional 
12.5 acres under 
conservation easement 
in 2023. In a first of 
its kind for YLT, their 
donation of a house 
in Kittery in 2014 
generated $150,000 
of income that directly 
supported land 
protection projects in 
the Mt. Agamenticus 
region. 

“Deb and Warren Taylor 
are conservationists 
in every sense of the 
word. They have led 
by example and we are 
so grateful for the numerous, significant, and creative ways that they 
have contributed to our work and benefited the community over the 
years,” says York Land Trust President, Jared Chase. 

If you would like to explore planned giving options to support York Land 
Trust, please contact Amelia Nadilo at anadilo@yorklandtrust.org. Such 
conversations are non-binding and confidential.

FORGING NEW GROWTH

Having worked as York Land Trust’s Stewardship Assistant since 
November 2021, I am thrilled to announce that I have taken on the role of 

Stewardship Director as of this spring. Over the last year and a half, I have 
had the pleasure of learning from and working with YLT’s fantastic staff, 
dedicated partners, members, and volunteers. I extend my most sincere 
thanks to those who have provided me with the support and guidance that 
prepared me for this role. I look forward to growing these relationships as we 
move forward together as an organization and community in caring for some 
of the most special and ecologically valuable land in York. 

The land trust community is in a time of growth and transition, exploring 
what the future of land conservation in Maine looks like. We are grappling 
with questions such as who has access to land and outdoor recreation, 
how we can best honor the history and future of Native people on Maine 
soil and how we can steward land for resiliency in a changing climate. York 
Land Trust has achieved an incredible amount in land conservation and 
stewardship since 1986. I look forward to continuing this work and finding 
opportunities for growth amidst all that 
is to come as we continue to steward 
our land for its intrinsic value and for the 
benefit of all. 

Lastly, I am thrilled to welcome 
Myrilla Hartkopf as our new Assistant 
Stewardship Director! Myrilla will be such 
a strong and positive addition to our team, 
and I cannot wait for you all to get the 
chance to know her in the months ahead.

DONOR SPOTLIGHT:
WARREN AND DEB TAYLOR

LIZ WALWORTH NAMED YLT’S 
NEW STEWARDSHIP DIRECTOR
Myrilla Hartkopf hired as YLT’s new 
Assistant Stewardship Director
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Liz Walworth has 
taken on the role of 

Stewardship Director. 

Longtime York Land Trust members and supporters 
Warren and Deb Taylor on their beloved property 
on Scituate Road. By protecting this land in a 
conservation easement, they have ensured that it 
will remain wild and undeveloped in perpetuity.

Myrilla Hartkopf has filled 
the new position of Assistant 
Stewardship Director.



Landmark Giving Circle Donors ($500 or more) appear in bold typeface.
Bo and Cindy Adams
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Adams
Thomas Adie and Lisa Guidoboni
Joseph Aiello and Mary Mitchell
Dr. and Mrs. J. Thomas Albright
Peter Amershadian
Ms. Glenda P. Anderson
Ms. Janet Annesi
Anonymous
Karen and Mark Arsenault
Jeanne and Jerry Ashworth
Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Donna Asquith
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Baker
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Baker, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Ballard
Ms. Linda Barber
Mr. and Mrs. George Barclay
Mrs. Geraldine C. Bardwell
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Barrows
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Barten
Michael Bartner and Evangeline Thibodeau
Beachmere Inn
Galen L. Beale
Michael T. Beaumont 
Mr. Gerry Beekman and Kim Oates
Daniel and Jean Beetz
Ms. Gladys L. Benshimol
Mr. Albert Bibb
Mrs. John Bird
Ms. Amanda Rising Black
Henry and Patricia Blaisdell
Professor Robert Blecker
Ms. Sandra L. Blessing
Liz and Rick Boardman
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Boardman
Dr. John R. Bockstoce and
   Ms. Lady Romayne
Marcela Bonilla
Bonner/Lehan Family
Mr. and Mrs. MacDonald Booze
Mr. Andrew Bossie
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Boston
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen M. Bousquet
Karen L. Bowker
Dr. Trevor and Kate M. Braden
Ms. Isabella G. Breckinridge
Susan and Michael Breckon 
Kevin Breen and Catherine Stehman-Breen
Sam and Libby Bridge
David W. Brinkman and Beth Saidman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Brisebois
Ms. Gail Britton and Mr. Peter Knight
Laura and David Brogan
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Brooks
Ms. Alice S. Brooks
Marge and Curt Brown
Ms. Sarah Brown
Mr. Scott F. Brown and Ms. Priscilla A. Healy
Mr. Francis M. Burke
Reverend and Mrs. R. Craig Burlington
Ms. Elaine Burnham
Mrs. Edward Burns
Mr. and Mrs. Larry R. Bush
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Butler
Mary Campbell and Deborah Chase
Mr. and Mrs. David Carley
Scott and Leslie D. Carson
B.J. Carter and Bruce Zotter
Dr. and Mrs. Mark P. Cartier
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Casciotti
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Chamberlain
Mr. and Mrs. John Chapman, Jr.
Ann and Jared Chase
David and Barbara Chase
Mr. David J. Chavolla and
   Mr. Gerard Richard
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Chernack
Walton and Lee Childs
Susan and Peter Chines
Mr. Gary Allen Christensen and
   Ms. Sandro Frattura
Martha Fuller Clark and
   Dr. Geoffrey Clark dec.
Mr. Henry W. Clark, III
Ms. Deborah P. Clark
The Clark/Hamel Family
Sarah Clark-Hamel
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Claudy

Ms. Helen L. Clements
Ms. Julia Clough
Ms. Patricia Coffey
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Coleman
Laurel K. Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Lance J. Colwell
Mr. Scott Conti and Family
Mr. George W. Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Coppola
Mr. John Corgan and Ms. Deborah Nye
Dave Cormier and Karyl Lynch
Ms. Carol Costa and Ms. Sheila Dorval
David T. and Bonnie J. Cousineau
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Covino
Anne and Nick Cowenhoven
Karen and David Cox
Ms. Julia M. Crafts and Mr. David Dibona
Ann Craig
David S. Crane
Mr. and Mrs. Harold E. Crawford
Ms. Elizabeth C. Cromley
Mrs. Howard Crosby and
   Captain Howard Crosby dec.
Phil and Lynn Cross
Mr. Richard Cunningham
D. F. Richard Energy
Robert and Jeanne Davidson
Mr. David P. Davidson and
   Mr. Stephen J. McGurl
Harry and Suzanne Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Davis
Mr. Daniel B. Davis
Ms. Carol Davis and Mr. John Rodie
Mrs. Nancy Davison
Stuart Dawson
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Dearborn
Ms. Barbara E. Demas
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Dempsey
Mr. Brian Desmarais
Paul Dest and Deborah Danforth
Mr. Shaun Dillon and
   Ms. Kirsten M. Kautz
Ms. Tiana DiNola
Mr. and Mrs. James Patrick Donovan
Mr. and Mrs. Rudolph Dopart
Dr. and Mrs. Philip T. Drew
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Drumm
Ms. Lillian Duquette
Mr. Robert Eckert and Ms. Kai Stapelfeldt
Captain and Mrs. James D. Ehret
Ms. Susan M. Eisen
Mr. Scott Eldredge
Mr. Timothy B. Ellis
Peter B. Ellis and Carey Armstrong-Ellis
David and Veronica Emery
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Emge
Sharon England and Janet Thompson
Maureen Estes
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Estes
Andres Estrada and Sarah Brooks
Mr. and Mrs. William T. Ethridge
Mrs. Carol Farnsworth
Ms. Sherrill Fawcett
Ms. Rosalind Fedeli
Ms. Helga Butzer Felleisen
Ms. Cynthia Fenneman
Mr. Andy Ferragamo
Margot Finley
Ms. Patricia Fitzgerald and
   Mr. Gregory Dobrich
Mr. Brian Fleming
Ms. Gloria Fleming
Mr. Matthew J. Fletcher
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Ford
Mr. George W. Ford, II
Mr. Todd and Dr. Shirley A. Frederick
Jameson and Priscilla S. French
Front Line Flyers
Professor Charles Frost
Mrs. Emily F. Fuller Hawkins
Fun-O-Rama
Sally and James Gambrill
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Gard
Dan and Kate Gardoqui
Drs. Michael and Naomi Gauthier
Mr. and Mrs. George Gendron
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Gerrity

Lauren and Timothy Gibb
Mr. Matthew Giesting
Sally and Ken Gilbride
Ms. Gail Gilchrest
Ms. Louesa Gillespie
Mr. Thomas Gilmore
Dr. and Mrs. James Gilroy
Mr. Donald Gindlesperger
Mr. and Mrs. David W. Gittins
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Golson
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Goodman
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Goodwin
Robert Gordon
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Gorski
Gary and Meredyth Goss
Ms. Tricia Gosselin
Mr. and Mrs. William Grabin
Mr. Craig Grant
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence A. Graves
Ms. Nan Graves
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Greenwood
Bob and Jean Griffin
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Grimes
Groves Cottages
Linda and Carl Gurtman
Nancy Gustad
Peter and Carol Haebler
Ms. Joan Hamblet
Constance Hanley and James C. Smith
Ms. Karen Hanson
Mr. Harry A. Hanson, III and
   Ms. Anne Hollingsworth
Hap Moore Antiques-Auctions
The Harbor Foundation
Mr. Stephen Harby
Louis M. Hargan
Daniel J. Hartigan and Mark Toney
Phil and Peggy Haughey
Douglas & Susan Haynes
Mr. Matthew X. Healy
Ms. Susan Heckaman
Ms. Charlotte Hefford
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Helfrich
Mr. and Mrs. David Herbein
Mr. and Mrs. Stefan A. Hershfield
Mr. Tom Hoffman and
   Ms. Melissa Acuna
Ms. Shirley K. Holden
Caroline J. Hollingsworth
Dr. and Mrs. Robert W. Horowitz
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Hosmer, III
Geni and Dick House
Trevor and Gabriella Hughes
Mr. Peter A. Humphery and
   Ms. Juliann P. Bannon
Jenn and Brad Hunter
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hurstak, Jr.
Ms. Kathleen A. Hynes
Mr. and Mrs. John Inglese
Dean Irons and Deborah Erickson-Irons
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Jendzejec
Ms. Anne Johannessen
Mr. Jack Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Johnston, III
Mrs. Mabel H. Jones
Ms. Claudia Kaerner and
   Mr. Brigham Pendelton
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Keating
Ms. Elizabeth Kehoe
Kennebunk Savings 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Kennedy
Steven King and Karie DeVries
Dr. Timothy Kingsbury
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kleist
Dr. and Mrs. Robert H. Kline
Harry and Kathleen Kluger
Dr. and Mrs. George A. Knaysi
Jud and Laurie Knox
Mr. Peter Kolbjornsen
Dr. Leonard Korn
Mr. Stephen Kosacz
Mr. Walter G. Krug and
   Ms. Cynthia Moulton-Krug
Mr. Robert G. Kunzendorf and
   Ms. Elizabeth Ritvo
Ms. Phyllis Kupchun
Mr. and Mrs. Allan H. Lang
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Lanouette

Shapleigh D. Lapointe
Ms. Alice Larrea
Ginger and Andy Laurits
Mr. and Mrs. Peter K. Lawson
Don and Suzi Lawton
Joan Leblanc and Bion Pike
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin LeConte
Lee Tree Service
Mr. Joel Lefever and Ms. Janet Blyberg
Mr. Richard G. Leigh
Todd and Hilary Leonhard
Mr. Rob Levin and Sarah Cushman
Dan and Carol Libby
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Lindop
Ms. Becky L. Linney
Michael and Sheryl Little
Mrs. Suzanne M. Little
Ms. Holly Littlefield
Mr. Leonard Loomans and
   Ms. Kim Russell
Mr. Robert Lovo
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lucas
Mr. and Mrs. Eric and Carol Lusty
Mr. Bob Luttman and Ms. Mary Finlay
Alice and Jeffrey Lynch
Ms. Holly H. MacAdam
Doreen MacGillis and David Cohen
Glen MacWilliams
Mr. and Mrs. Alan D. Maddaus
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Maddix
Ms. Lois Magenau
Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius D. Mahoney
Mr. and Mrs. George P. Mahoney, Jr.
Reverend and Mrs. Ryan Mails
Mr. Richard Malchon and
   Ms. Mary Sue Beeler
Mr. John Maloney and Ms. Michelle Vigeant
Gail Marshall and Carol Carmichael
Mr. and Mrs. William Massidda
Maynard Family Giving Fund
Mr. David Mazur
Ed McAbee
Peter and Barbara McArdle
Mr. and Mrs. David R. McCarthy
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel McCue
Mr. and Mrs. Alan McDonald
Bobbie and Brian McGann
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin McGann
Ms. Erin McGann and Mr. Paul King
Ms. Sheilah McGovern
Georgia and Dan McGurl
Mr. David McKelvey
Mr. Daniel P. McKenna
Annette and Jon McKenney
Dr. Marilyn McLaughlin
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent McMahon
Ms. Susan Day Meffert
David A. Michniewicz
Mr. and Mrs. John Michniewicz
Mr. and Mrs. David Michniewicz
Ms. Cheryl Michniewicz
Sarah Michniewicz
Ms. Erica Phipps Mirick
Gerry and Sylvia Missal
Ms. Kristin Mitchell
Ms. Sandra Mitchell
Anne T. Monks
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Moran
Randy Morgan and Terry DeKalb
Mr. Russell Morrison
Mr. Leon R. Moulton
Mr. Marvin L. Moulton
Ms. Louise Moulton
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Myers
Amelia and Blake Nadilo
Mr. and Mrs. Steven K. Nadler
Ms. Valerie Nardone
Ms. Sandy Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. Mason Newick
Ms. Sarah Newick
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Newton
Mr. Charles L. Nickerson
Dr. and Mrs. Mayo Noerdlinger
Nola & Associates
Annie and Rich Noonan
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Nowak
Ms. Marjorie O’Connell
Mr. Clifford C. O’Connor

Mr. John O’Laughlin
James B. O’Neil
Dr. Charles A. Ott
Robert Palmer and Holly Sargent
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Palumbo
Mr. Michael Pardoe
Ms. Leah Parisi
Don and Carolyn Parsons
Ms. Rozanna Patane
The Patch Family
Patten Grounds Care, Inc.
David and Connie Patton
Emily and Tom Pavlidis
Pamela Pearson
Ms. Marianne Magocsi Pei
Mr. Gary Pelletier
Mr. James Penfold
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Perkins
Mr. and Mrs. Russ and Susan Peterson
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence J. Petrovich
Barbara A. Pike
Plank/Serrano Family
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel M. Poe
Mr. and Mrs. John Price
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Purinton
Mr. Wendell Scott Purrington
Mr. Mark Pyett
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Pykett
Mr. and Mrs. Henri Quintal
Mr. David Radue and
   Mr. Wayne Williams
Ms. Susan M. Rakaseder
Scott and Gretchen Ramsay
Ms. Ann Ramsay-Jenkins
Dr. and Mrs. Brett S. Rankin
Mr. Larry C. Ravelson
Ala H. Reid
Jennifer and Dan Remick
Mr. David F. Remington
The Richard Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Robb
Ms. Eileen M. Robert
Patricia Roberts and Harry Breger
Patricia J. Robinson
Mrs. Neil Rolde
Ms. Traci L. Roloff
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Rose
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Rose
L. Jonathan and Kathleen Ross
Dan and Hannah Rothermel
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Rowell
Mr. Steven Roy and
   Ms. Sarah C. Lefferts
Rudman/Fried Family
Kathryn Ryan and Carrie Boyd
Ryan Charitable Gift Fund
Mr. and Mrs. David Sanderson
Ms. Judith Saner
Saner Family Foundation
Ms. Anna Kristina Sawtelle
Mr. and Mrs. David O. Saxton
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Schmid
Mr. and Mrs. Don Schriefer
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Schumacher
Mr. Gregory Schwab
Mr. and Mrs. Henry R. Scipione
Linda and Craig Scotland
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Seeley
Sentry Hill at York Harbor
Ms. Diana Servis
Eileen Beattie Sewall
Mr. and Mrs. George Sewall
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin S. Shaw
Shea Adelson Consulting
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Shepheard
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Shirley, Jr.
Ms. Victoria A. Simon and
   Mr. Michael Modern
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Sise
Ms. Mary Gambrill Slavet
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Tin Smith
Mr. Clayton G. Smith and Ms. Gale Turner
Teresa and William Sollitto
Brooke R. Southall
Mrs. Caroline M. Southall
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Speers
Ms. Bobbie Spiegelman

Dexter T. Spiller
Hal and Polly Stanwood, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert W. Starkey, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Steedman
Ms. Sandy Steele and
   Dr. Paul Greenfield
Ms. Barbara E. Stephenson
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Stevens
Ms. Miriam Stevens
Martha and Eric Stone
Mr. and Mrs. Neal Stone
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Stover
Ms. Philippa Stratton
Margaret and Emily Sudrabin
Mr. and Mrs. John Sullivan
Ms. Brenda Sullivan
Sharon Sullivan and James Gravitt
Tom and Eileen Sutula
Kristen and Kyle Swann
Mr. Michael Swant and
   Mr. James Huddleston
Mr. Eric Swanzey
Mrs. Barbara K. Sweet
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Taylor
Tara Taylor and T. O. Currier
Dr. and Mrs. Frederick K. Thaler
Steven Tierney and Linda Myers-Tierney
Ms. Lynne Tocci
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Topping
Tullai/Moores Family
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Tuttle
Veris Wealth Partners - Alison Pyott
Dr. Richard G. Viagrande, DMD
Mrs. S. Thompson Viele
Anthony and Kathleen Vinet
Barry and Kim Waddell
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Wagner
Peter and Kathryn Wagner
Dr. Gregory Wagoner and
   Dr. William Bean
Mr. and Mrs. David Walchak
Robert J. Waldman
Bryce and Deanna Waldrop
Ms. Charlene Wax
Ms. Natalie Webster
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Weston
Ms. Elaine G. Whelan
Dr. and Mrs. William Wieting
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Willette
David and Linda Williams
Nancy and Joe Wilson
Mr. and Mrs. Jake Winebaum
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Witham
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Wladis
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Woods
Ms. Lynn Eaton Wylde
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas G. Xenos
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Yandow
Peter and Trish Yauch
YFI Custom Homes
Ms. Monique L. Zombeck
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Zuccotti

In Honor of their brother Lafcadio Cortesi
   Genevieve Morgan and Oscar Anderson

In Honor of Susan and Terry Martin Engel
   The Engel Family Trust

In Honor of Terry Martin 
   The Engel Family Trust

In Honor of Bernadine Speers
   Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hasecke

In Memory of Edward P. Harding
Stuart Dawson
Will and Debby Ethridge
Margot Finley
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Gerrity
Henry and Mary Harding 
Margaret B. Harding
David and Jean Lincoln
Sarah Newick
David and Meg Nichols
Clifford C. O’Connor
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Steedman
Sally Sulloway 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING YORK LAND TRUST IN 2022!  
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With songbird melodies by day and peepers’ choruses by night, 
trees beginning to bud and maple sap running, longer days of 

glorious sunshine and familiar perennials blooming – Maine is abuzz 
this spring and so is York Land Trust. 

This season, we are focusing on fruitful land conservation 
opportunities, growing our stewardship team, flourishing program 
offerings, and nurturing our volunteer program. All the while, we 
are planting the seeds and working towards a more sustainable 
future. There are unlimited benefits to conserving land and we see 
the impact of this work immediately today and will for generations 
to come. Permanently protecting cherished landscapes strengthens 
this area’s climate resilience, protects natural resources, and 
provides vital food and habitat for wildlife. 

It has been inspiring to see the community’s support in climate 
action, as seen with the popular passage of the town’s Climate 
Action Plan and other local efforts spearheaded by York Ready 
for Climate Action. We look forward to supporting and amplifying 
these initiatives to further protect York’s scenic and treasured 
natural areas and the livelihoods of our community members. When 
individual efforts work in tandem with local, state, and federal 

efforts, the potential of what we can achieve together grows 
exponentially.

There is a role for everyone in conservation and climate work. 
Whether you are pulling invasives on preserves, attending our 
educational programs, donating to land conservation, or telling your 
neighbors about York Land Trust – you are contributing, and we are 
so very grateful for our members and volunteers. 

As Christine E. Nieves Rodriguez 
says in All We Can Save, 
community is our best chance. “It 
turns out that communities are the 
most important force that allows 
humans to weather great storms, 
literally and metaphorically. The 
climate crisis will intensify, but 
our communities will continue to 
rise – because they were always 
standing.”

PLANNING FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

NOTES FROM 
THE FIELD: 
CITIZEN SCIENCE 
SMELT SURVEYS 
AT SMELT BROOK 
PRESERVE

True to its name, Smelt Brook Preserve is home to a species of fish called rainbow 
smelt, one of a dozen migratory fish species native to Maine that spend most 
of their lives at sea but return to bodies of freshwater each spring to spawn. 
Measuring up to 9 inches long, they are the smallest of Maine’s sea-run fish and 
offer sustenance to a variety of wildlife including other fish, seals, and birds — not 
to mention humans. 

The statewide population of rainbow smelt has been declining since the 1980s, 
depleting this important link in the food web. To track their numbers and identify 
ways to help smelt rebound, biologists from the Maine Department of Marine 
Resources, the Downeast Salmon Federation, and other conservation agencies 
and organizations have teamed up to conduct smelt surveys across the 300 
streams that flow along Maine’s coast. 

This spring, we have welcomed biologists and volunteers from the Wells National 
Estuarine Research Reserve to conduct smelt surveys at Smelt Brook Preserve 
to help add to this longstanding database. With the assistance of a committed 
crew of citizen science volunteers, the team has collected weekly water samples 
in search of traces of smelt DNA, and visual surveys in search of egg masses and 
active adults.

Collectively, these statewide surveys will assess the status and distribution of 
smelt populations and identify spawning locations in need of restoration. We are 
so pleased to be able to support this important study, and grateful to the citizen 
science volunteers who are helping to make it happen!
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Our 300-acre Smelt 
Brook Preserve provides 
important spawning 
habitat for sea-run 
rainbow smelt, who 
lay their eggs at night 
during the spring.

Maine Department of Marine Resources/Tom Watson



UPCOMING PROGRAMS & EVENTS
Please visit yorklandtrust.org/events for event descriptions and registration details.

N O N   P R O F I T
O R G A N I Z A T I O N
U S  P O S T A G E
P A I D
MANCHESTER,  NH
P E R M I T  # 1 8 2

Forwarding service requested1 LONG NECK MARSH RD
YORK, MAINE  03909

3RD ANNUAL NATIVE PLANT SALE
Saturday, May 13  |  9am-12pm
York Land Trust Headquarters

ANNUAL FUNDRAISER:
FOSTER’S CLAMBAKE AT YORK LAND TRUST
Sunday, September 17  |  4pm-8pm
York Land Trust Headquarters

EVENTS:
GARDENING WITH NATIVE PLANTS
Friday, May 12  |  3pm-4pm
York Land Trust Headquarters

BIRD WALK WEDNESDAY
Wednesday, May 7  |  9am-10:30am
Highland Farm Preserve
Wednesday, June 14  |  9am-10:30am
Highland Farm Preserve

NATURALIST ADVENTURE SERIES:
NATURE JOURNALING
Saturday, May 20  |  10am-12pm
Highland Farm Preserve
Saturday, June 10  |  10am-12pm
Fuller Forest

GARDEN STORYTIME WITH YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY
Monday, May 22  |  10:30am-11:30am
York Land Trust Headquarters

PROGRAMS:

Invite your friends to connect
online: yorklandtrust.org
       facebook.com/YLT.York.ME
       instagram.com/york_land_trust

PLACEHOLDER IMAGE 

RAM will add the logo

SAVE
THE
DATE!

Call For Building Material 
Donations! Do you have building 
materials leftover from a project? 
We are in need of dimensional 
lumber of all shapes and sizes, 
various kinds of usable hardware, 
(screws, nails, brackets, etc.) and 
working power tools. If you would 
like to donate material, please email 
Stewardship Director Liz Walworth 
lwalworth@yorklandtrust.org.


